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A non-profit corporation to 
promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 
historical and architectural 
Significance in New. London, 
Connecticut, beginning with 
Union Railroad Station. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


Sunday, September 2 


"Fun and Games on the Thames" spon- 
sored by the Marine Commer ce and Develop- 
ment will include a flotsam and jetsam raft 
race, beginning at noon. 


Tuesday, September ll 


Monthly Roard of Directors meeting will 
be held at SACO, 109 Blinman Street, New Lon- 
don, at 7:30 P.M. 


September 14 § 15, 17-20 


The Savings Bank of New London will 
rededicate Starr Street amidst gala cere- 
monies and celebrations. Several homes will 
be furnished and open to the public. The SBNL 
is looking for volunteers to help staff the 
homes Monday through Thursday from 11:00-2:30. 
Contact Edward Perry, Coordinator, 447-1465. 


Saturday, September 29 


“Upstairs and Downstairs in the Victorian 
House" A panel of nationally known experts will 
conduct workshops from 8 A.M.-5:30 P.M. in 
New York City on all aspects of reviving a 
Victorian house. For more information about 
registering, car-pooling, Sore call Diane 
Smith, 442-7993. 


Saturday, October 6 


Meet at the Project Oceanology dock in 
Avery Point, Groton for a two hour cruise of 
the New London harbor, including a tour of the 
New London Ledge Lighthouse (see -"It's a 
Landmark"), Call Sheila Logan for details and 
reservations. There is a limit of 40 people, 
so call now. 464-2111. 


Sunday, October 28 
A pot-luck hor d'oeuvres party is the 


kickoff event for NLL-URST's membership drive. 
Movies, speakers, food and fun for all members 
from 3-5 P.M. at the Lyman Allyn Museum. 


To all who approach New London by sea, the 
New London Ledge Light serves as a sentinel 
to the city. This red brick building rises 
58 feet from the water, marking the mouth of 
the Thames River. It was built at the turn . 
of the century around a center post driven 


deep into the ledge from which it warns ships. 


Each point of this massive square structure 


faces a true compass direction. 


The light was originally illuminated by 
whale oil and parabolic reflectors. Early 


in this century, a new Fresnal lens of the 
fourth order was installed. The crystal 


was hand-made in France. On a clear day, 
the light is visible for 13 miles. Its 
characteristic is three white flashes .and 
one red flash. 


A cable underwater from Avery Point pro- 
vides electricity to the light. Water is 
shipped in and stored in a 11,000 gallon 
tank. Three people man the light, rotat- 
ing shifts with two people on duty at one 
time. 


The light was maintained by one family 
until January 1, 1939 when the Coast 
Guard took over its operation. Perhaps 

it is a member of this family who became 
the ghost, Ernie, haunting the building. 
Coast Guardsmen working at the light have 
experienced the eerie sensation of windows 
and doors opening and closing with no one 
else around. 


This lighthouse was slated for automation © 
by the Coast Guard earlier this year. 
That has dropped down on a list of prior- 


ities, and will not be done in the forsee- 


able future. Manned lighthouses are becom- 
ing increasingly rare. This will soon be | 
the last one in Long Island Sound. Without 
regular maintenance, the building will de- 

teriorate and be subject to vandalism. Ex- 


pediency will dictate it be replaced by a 


continued on page 4 


STATE LEGISLATURE SNARLS REGISTER PROCESS 


The Connecticut legislature dealt a blow to 
preservation efforts within the state with 
the paSsage of an amendment, Section 13, to 
the State Historic Preservation Act. This 
amendment enlarges the State Historic Pres- 
ervation Board through which all National 
Register nominations must pass. 


The board currently is comprised of nine 
professionals, who review all nominations 

in the state. The new section, passed in 
June, will add one member to the state board 
and open up the board to as many as nine mem- 
bers appointed by each municipality. The 
municipal board members will serve one 


year terms. 


In effect, this legislation extends the 
mechanism, and its ensuing red tape, 
which the nominations undergo. In pre- 
servation, time is of key importance. A 
developer, tired of waiting for National 
Register status in order to qualify for 
tax incentives, may look elsewhere. 
Fires and vandalism take an almost daily 
toll on abandoned buildings. | 


Preservation lawyers for the National 
Trust view this legislation as"..subject- 
ing the National Register to local polit- 
ical pressure and to the actions of po- 
tentially less qualified board members." 
A real fear is that other states may 
pick up on what Connecticut has enacted. 


WHEN A PARKING LOT IS A PARK 


On the east side of Montauk Avenue, across 
the street from the Lawrence and Memorial 
Hospitals, is a small park owned by the 
hospital. A monument stands in the center 
dedicated to Sebastian Duffy Lawrence, who 
willed the land and the money to build the 
hospital to the community. In his will, 
Lawrence also requested that his property 
across the street be made into a hospital 
park, complete with fountain, ornament and 
and seasonal flowers. 


The hospital has interpreted Lawrence's will 
“to accomadate the ever-present automobile. 
Part of this green park will be paved, ina 
ring around the monument, for hospital park- 
ing. At a hearing before the city council, 

for a special-use 
permit, local residents protested the loss 
of this park. The permit in hand, the hos- 
pital is now proceeding with the transfor- 
Mation. 


Perhaps this points up the city's need for 
properly developed park land. New London 


has its parks, but many are under-utilized, 
under-developed, or neglected. Nineteenth. 
century Riverside Park with riverfront 
acreage and winding, landscaped paths 

in the style of Frederick Law Olmstead, 

has become seedy. Bates Woods, the largest 
of all city parks, has a zoo, playgrounds, 
miles of wooded paths, and the city dump. 


A comprehensive feasibility study of the 
city parks, and especially Bates Woods, 
was completed a few years ago. To date, 
nothing suggested in the study has been 
done. New London's recreational 
centers have often been shortchanged. It 
is not that they don't get the money, but 
it is always spent in the same way. 
Nothing innovative is done with it, 

It's time to change. 


WHAT IS A REVOLVING FUND ? 


A revolving fund is cash, lines of credit, 
or equity used by a non-profit historic 
preservation organization to save and 
renovate structures of architectural or 
historical significance. Traditionally, 
preservation organizations have used 
revolving funds to buy properties. The 
buildings are often part of neighbor- 
hoods or commercial districts showing 
signs of dis-investment. Purchased pro- 
perties are resold as soon as possible to 
Sympathetic private interest, with speci- 
fic deed provisions for the property's 
restoration and preservation. 


The proceeds from the sale are returned — 

to the fund to purchase other properties. 

The money, therefore, is revolved; being 
used many times over by the organization. 
Occasionally, the preservation organiza- 

tion itself will undertake restoration, 

prior to resale. This involvement may serve 
several functions. It can solve a difficult 
restoration problem which hampers marketing 
the building. The building itself can become 
a demonstration project for appropriate res- 
toration techniques, serving as a workshop for 
local residents and craftsmen. Immediate 
exterior improvements can stimulate neighbor- 
hood interest and activity in preservation “ind 


' yehabilitation. 


Properly administered, a revolving fund can 
call into play economic forces that effect 
change far exceeding normal real estate in- 
vestments. The commitment of an organization 
and the money to invest in that commitment 
can have an immediate and dramatic impact in 
neighborhood and commercial area improvement 
programs. 


From the Landmarks-Observer 
(Portland, Maine) 


THE PRESERVATION 


WATCH 


In the past few years, the attitude of the 

City of New London towards Historic Preser- 
vation has undergone dramatic changes. While the 
threat of massive demolition has dissipated, 

and the official attitude of the city has be- 
come favorable to preservation, the greatest 
danger of our heritage has now shifted to the 
private sector. 


Each year, New London's stock of buildings 

of historic or architectural merit experiences 
attrition. The Greek Orthodox Church on Hemp- 
stead Street, for example, has demolished two 
houses on Granite Street for the expansion of 
an already spacious parking lot. Ironically, 
as the automobile as a means of transport 
becomes ever more dubious, the demand for as- 
phalted parking lots seems to rise: 


times in a newspaper of substantial local cir- 
culation at least 90 days and not more than 
120 days before actual application for the | 
permit. Afterwards, the notice must be pub- 
lished at monthly intervals. Meanwhile, local 


_ preservation and neighborhood groups are not- 


tified, as well as adjacent property owners. 


The basic purpose of such legislation is to 
allow preservationists and other interested 
parties time to develop alternatives to dem- 
olition. In the case of Roger Motors, we 

have been lucky thus far to have the support 
of the city, and the presence of an interested 
party in the person of Richard Humphreville, 
NLL-URST's treasurer, who wishes to move the 
building to another location for his own resi- 
dence. However, such a fortuitous combination 
of circumstances cannot always be guaranteed. 
More lead time is needed to find interested 
developers. Sometimes a feasibility study 

can demonstrate to the property owner himself 
that reuse of the building is more desirable. 
Time is perhaps the most crucial factor in 
preservation. | 


The most recent example is the attempted demolition & 


of the Cape Cod cottage at 938 Bank Street by 
Roger Motors. Were it not for the timely 
intervention of Melvin“Srmore, the cottage would 
be a memory. ‘But such cases are the exception 
rather than the rule. A demolition permit is 
normally granted without consideration for 
preservationist principles, and often a matter 
of days, or even hours, before work begins. 


A demolition ordinance, such as that adopted 
by the City of Hartford, is clearly needed. 
Hartford's ordinance provides that the owner 
of a property intending to demolish it must 
notify the city of his intent, following 
which a copy of the notice is published three 
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One year ago, the Board of New London Landmarks- 
Union Railroad Station Trust proposed to the 
City Council that a demolition ordinance 
similar to Hartford's be adopted. The matter 
was promptly referred to committee and allowed 
to die quietly. The time for reconsideration 
of the measure cannot be delayed further. Events 
are demonstrating that the future of New London 
lies in the development of the latent resources 
we have failed to properly appreciate in the 
past. Our stock of older homes and buildings 
represents a very significant potential for the 
city which can no longer be ignored. It is time 
to afford these the measure of protection they 
deserve. : 

Dale Plummer 


rlembership Categories 
3 Student/Senicr Citizen 


$25 Contributor 
50 Patron 
150 Life 


for membership (s) in 


New London Landmarks--Union Railroad Station Trust, Inc. 
NAME: 
ADDRESS PHONE 


Return this application to: P. 0. Box 1134, New London, CT 06320 


PEQUOT COLONY HOUSE TOUR SUCCESSFUL 


The June 10th house tour of New London's 
Pequot Colony sponsored by NLL-URST far 
exceeded expectations. Over 300 people 
walked through the homes and around the 
neighborhood. Girls dressed in period 
costumes strolled down the sidewalks. "TI 
think all who came were able to imagine them 
selves in the midst of the social activity 
of the Pequot", said co-chairwoman Sharon 
Churchill. "We were quite successful at 
recreating the atmosphere of the era. Having 
throngs of people around in itself charged 
the atmosphere with the spirit of the day.” 


NLL-URST raised over $1350.00 from the event. 
The funds are earmarked for seed money for 

a revolving fund. (See-"What is a Revolving - 
Fund?", page 2) 


; NLL- ~URST JOINS STATE PRESERVATION GROUP 
NLL-URST has become a member of the Connecticut 
Trust for Historic Preservation. The Trust was 
created in 1975 by the State legislature to 
promote the preservation of Connecticut's 
historic and architectural resources. It was 
one of the first statewide preservation groups 
in the country. A non-profit, member—supported 
organization, the Trust encourages and supports 
local preservation activities. 


NEW MEMBERS 


We welcome the following to our membership: 


James Dongarra-Virginia 
Joan Butler- New London 
John DiMaggio- California 
Edward Matesic- New London 
Libbe Miceli- New London 


_HELP WANTED 


New London Landmarks-Union Railroad 
Station Trust is involved in a variety 
of projects. There are many ways mem- 
bers can help. Below is a partial. list. 
Please call and donate your time. 


Follow-up telephone calls for film 
sales-Claire Dale 442-4506. 


Typing for newsletter, bills, etc.- 
Sharon Churchill 443-2118. 


Addressing & labeling brochures for 
film sales- Carrie Makover 442-7110 
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metal tower, as has happened to other light- 
houses that have been automated. 


g* PHP iho Pe eres Fae Pe POR A ney : 
; . % The building is open to the public from 10:00 
t MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS x A.M.- until 6 P.M. daily. Project Ocean- 
. z 4 ology has taken over 3,000 school children 
¢ HAS YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED?--If so,,send + to the light during the past three years. 
¢ in your dues now to......NLL-URST, Inc. * If automated, this access would be lost, 
‘ P.O. Box 1134, New London, Ct. 06320 ® and this building, which has been an integral 
+ ¢ part of navigation and the nautical history 
¢ t of New London, would become a memory. 
Bee cedete Delegate RR belts tdi) oT aS eb eo Dee ky ae 
NLL _URST NONPROFIT ORG. 


P. 0. Box 1134 
New London, CT 
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